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Introduction 
The FAA’s Modernization of Special Airworthiness Certification (MOSAIC) rule is a 
long-awaited overhaul that promises major changes across General Aviation. 
Unveiled in mid-2025 after years of industry anticipation, MOSAIC rewrites what 
defines a Light Sport Aircraft (LSA), how Experimental/Amateur-Built (E-AB) aircraft 
are regulated, and even what aircraft Sport Pilots can fly[1]. It’s been called the 
most significant GA regulatory change in decades – “dense, overdue, and exactly 
what GA needed”[2]. In essence, MOSAIC moves away from the old 1,320 lb weight 
limit and two-seat cap for LSAs, replacing them with performance-based criteria 
and expanded privileges. For pilots, builders, manufacturers, and flight schools, this 
could reframe the future of GA in profound ways. Below, we explore existing 
perspectives on these changes and analyze the expected impacts on each segment 
of the aviation community, from legacy airplane makers to homebuilders and 
everyday pilots. 

Traditional Manufacturers: Facing a New 
Landscape 
MOSAIC’s broadened LSA category introduces a new competitive dynamic for legacy 
aircraft manufacturers like Cessna (Textron Aviation), Piper, and others. Under the 
new rule, LSAs can now have up to four seats, retractable gear, constant-speed 
props, and fly as fast as 250 knots (previously capped at 120)[3][4]. Crucially, any 
aircraft with a clean stall speed ≤59 knots and ≤4 seats can be flown by sport pilots 
(with one passenger max) regardless of weight[5][6]. This means many classic 
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4-seat GA airplanes – from the Piper Cherokee to the Cessna 182 – suddenly fall 
within Sport Pilot reach[7]. AOPA notes that in a few months, “pilots will be able to 
fly common aircraft such as the Piper Cherokee and Cessna 182 under sport pilot 
rules”[7]. For traditional manufacturers, who have long relied on selling certified 
trainers and personal aircraft, this expansion is a double-edged sword. 

On one hand, MOSAIC opens a “back door” for new aircraft development without 
the time and cost of full Part 23 certification. Smaller manufacturers now have a 
viable alternative to the expensive type-certification process[8], potentially spurring 
innovation and lower-cost models. But for the incumbent OEMs, it also means new 
competition in their market segment. A Kitplanes analysis described MOSAIC as “a 
shift in market power” that could disrupt the certified aircraft industry while 
boosting experimental innovation[9]. In the past, the one-size-fits-all FAA 
certification standards contributed to ever-rising costs – a well-equipped Cirrus 
SR22 now approaches $1 million[10]. By contrast, MOSAIC’s consensus standards 
(ASTM) for light aircraft aim to streamline certification and get the FAA out of the 
way[11][12], enabling manufacturers to build safe modern airplanes for far less. In 
short, the rule threatens the status quo of pricey factory-built planes, which has 
some big players uneasy. 

Indeed, during the rulemaking phase, the General Aviation Manufacturers 
Association (GAMA) – representing legacy OEMs – lobbied to keep complex 
four-seaters under tighter “Primary Category” certification[13][11]. This was widely 
seen as an attempt to preserve the status quo, forcing new 4-seat designs into the 
more burdensome category to protect incumbent products[12]. GAMA eventually 
voiced conditional support for four-seat LSAs, but observers noted the underlying 
incentive: “preserving the status quo… Because what we need are more 
million-dollar airplanes,” one commentator quipped caustically[12]. Now that the 
final rule did grant four-seat LSA privileges, traditional firms must adapt or risk 
ceding ground to leaner rivals. 

So how might they react? One strategy is “if you can’t beat ’em, join ’em.” Notably, 
Textron (parent of Cessna and Beechcraft) anticipated this shift by acquiring 
Pipistrel, a European light aircraft maker, in 2022. Pipistrel’s light, carbon-composite 
models were effectively “tailor-made for [the] MOSAIC” paradigm[14]. Textron’s 
Pipistrel division is now poised to deliver “MOSAIC-compatible airplanes” – modern 
trainers and tourers – to the U.S. market as soon as the rule takes effect[15]. In 
other words, one of the biggest legacy manufacturers has embraced the expanded 
LSA concept, using a sub-brand to capture that emerging market. This suggests 
Cessna’s classic Skyhawk trainer may soon be sold alongside new Pipistrel-built 
LSAs (like the four-seat Explorer or all-electric Velis) aimed at flight schools and 
private owners[16][17]. It’s a delicate balance, as Textron is effectively competing 
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with its own 172. But better to cannibalize one’s own trainer market than lose it 
entirely – an analysis in FlightGlobal pondered whether the “powerhouse behind the 
Skyhawk” might be cannibalizing itself, but clearly Textron sees greater risk in 
ignoring the LSA segment[18][19]. 

Other manufacturers will likely follow or partner up. Piper, which once dabbled in 
rebadging a Czech LSA as the PiperSport, could seek a similar partnership to offer a 
compliant light aircraft if flight schools start favoring cheaper MOSAIC-class planes. 
Overseas companies like Tecnam, Flight Design, and BRP (Rotax) stand to benefit 
as well – their existing LSA designs (or larger models held back by the old limits) 
can now enter the U.S. more freely. In fact, MOSAIC’s performance-based 
definitions are broadly aligned with Europe’s newer 600 kg to 1200+ kg microlight 
classes, meaning many foreign designs will slot in readily. A senior Pipistrel 
executive noted the rule is a “true door-opener to innovation”, clearing archaic 
restrictions (e.g. barring electric or multi-engine LSAs) and welcoming new 
propulsion types and larger airframes[20][21]. This global influx could put pressure 
on U.S. legacy brands’ market share in training and recreational segments. 

In summary, traditional GA airplane manufacturers face both opportunity and 
threat. Those who leverage MOSAIC to produce more affordable, modern light 
aircraft (or align with companies that do) could expand their reach. Those who stick 
solely to high-cost, Part 23 offerings may find their lower-end products undercut by 
a wave of capable ASTM-certified competitors. The next few years will likely see a 
“turf war” in the trainer and personal aircraft market, but for consumers and the GA 
community, the increased competition and innovation are welcome. As one industry 
writer put it, “MOSAIC represents a transformational change” that could finally 
break the cycle of ever-costlier small planes[22]. Legacy OEMs will have to adjust 
course to this new reality. 

LSA Manufacturers: Poised for a Boom 
While the big names wrestle with change, existing LSA-specialist manufacturers are 
celebrating. For nearly 20 years, companies building Light Sport Aircraft (Tecnam, 
Pipistrel, Flight Design, Bristell, Vashon, and many more) were constrained by the 
old rules: two seats, ~1320 lbs max, 120 knots, fixed props/gear, etc. MOSAIC 
blows the ceiling off these limits. It removes weight restrictions entirely and allows 
far higher performance and capability in the LSA category[4][23]. The result is that 
many designs which were “too heavy, too fast, too complex” for LSA can now be 
certified and sold as Light Sport. In the words of one builder, “MOSAIC doesn’t just 
expand definitions – it expands the opportunity space” for a whole new breed of 
aircraft that are ready and waiting[24]. 
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The Risen 916 is a sleek European two-seater capable of 160+ knot cruise. Under 
MOSAIC’s expanded LSA criteria (higher stall and speed limits), high-performance 
designs like this could finally be offered in the U.S., giving sport pilots access to 
faster and more advanced airplanes[25]. 

Manufacturers of existing high-end ultralights and LSAs have been anticipating this 
change. Several aircraft were even designed with MOSAIC in mind and have been 
effectively “waiting in the wings” for the rule to pass[26]. For example, the Bristell 
B8 (RG) is a new low-wing that boasts four seats, retractable gear and IFR 
capability – features previously impossible in an LSA – and is “potentially 
MOSAIC-certifiable” under the new rules[27]. Likewise, Vans Aircraft’s RV-15 
bushplane (a rugged STOL taildragger) and the Sling High Wing 4-seater were 
developed to deliver far greater utility than old LSA limits allowed[27]. Now, thanks 
to MOSAIC, these models can be sold ready-to-fly under ASTM standards as LSAs, 
rather than only as kits or not at all. Even exotic speedsters like the Risen 916 (“the 
Ferrari of light GA”) could find a niche in the U.S. market, appealing to pilots who 
want an efficient 2-seat cruiser with sport pilot privileges[25]. In short, LSA 
manufacturers are poised for a boom, able to offer everything from 110-knot 
trainers to 200-knot cross-country cruisers, as long as the stall speed and seating 
fit the rule. 

Market-wise, this could significantly boost the LSA sector’s share of new aircraft 
sales. With no weight limit, LSAs can now fill roles traditionally held by Part 23 
certified planes: basic four-seat family aircraft, IFR-capable travelers, even light 
twins or powered gliders. The president of AOPA noted that by expanding sport pilot 
aircraft to include “many popular four-seat legacy aircraft” and simplifying 
certification for new designs, MOSAIC “opens the door for more people to 
experience the freedom of flight”[28]. More people flying LSAs means more orders 
for LSA manufacturers. We may see flight schools purchasing fleets of new LSAs 
(see next section), private owners upgrading from 1970s Cessnas to modern 
composite birds, and international LSA makers rushing into the now-lucrative U.S. 
market. An estimate from one FBO-focused analysis suggested up to 70% of the 
existing GA fleet meets the new LSA criteria, implying sport pilots and LSA builders 
will have a huge range of aircraft to choose from[29][6]. 

However, rapid growth will bring challenges. Many LSA companies are relatively 
small operations. Scaling up production to meet increased demand (while 
maintaining quality) won’t happen overnight. Price points might also shift. Today’s 
two-seat LSAs often cost $150k-$250k new, and the newer four-seat “LSA 2.0” 
models with glass cockpits and advanced avionics could easily be ~$300k+. While 
still cheaper than a ~$500k certified equivalent, these are not “cheap” airplanes. 
Some manufacturers may find they can charge a premium for fully built, 
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ready-to-fly LSAs targeted at buyers who “want the airplane – not the build 
log”[30]. For instance, a factory-new Sling High Wing LSA with IFR avionics might 
command a higher price than the kit version, reflecting convenience and ASTM 
certification costs. The market balance between cost and capability will be 
interesting: MOSAIC allows much more airplane for the money, but whether LSAs 
truly become significantly more affordable remains to be seen. 

Importantly, LSAs have a strong safety record under ASTM consensus standards, 
and MOSAIC builds on that. The FAA explicitly aims to “increase the availability of 
safe, modern, and affordable aircraft for recreational aviation, flight training, and 
more”[31]. By retaining key limits like stall speed (61 knots with flaps for 
certification) and requiring proper pilot endorsements for advanced 
features[32][23], the rule tries to ensure new LSAs don’t sacrifice safety for 
performance. Many in the industry believe modern light aircraft can be both 
higher-performance and inherently safer (with features like ballistic parachutes, 
angle-of-attack indicators, and robust occupant protection)[33][34]. If LSA 
manufacturers continue to prioritize safety technologies, they could see lower 
insurance hurdles and broader acceptance (as discussed later). Overall, the MOSAIC 
era looks bright for these nimble manufacturers: they finally have the regulatory 
freedom to build the airplanes pilots have been asking for. 

Experimental & Kit Aircraft: From Hobbyists 
to Mainstream 
One of the most profound impacts of MOSAIC is on the Experimental/Amateur-Built 
(E-AB) aircraft world – the homebuilders, kit manufacturers, and experimental 
pilots. This community is already vibrant (homebuilts make up a growing share of 
GA, with about 1,000 new kit planes completed each year[12]), but past 
regulations kept them somewhat on the fringe. MOSAIC changes that by 
legitimizing and elevating experimental aviation in several ways. 

First, the rule clears up longstanding gray areas and restrictions for E-AB aircraft. 
For example, flight instruction in an experimental was technically not allowed for 
hire without a hard-to-get LODA (Letter of Deviation Authority). This kept many 
CFIs and owners in a confusing workaround of “free instruction” or co-ownership 
arrangements. MOSAIC fixes this by eliminating the LODA requirement entirely – 
now “any appropriately rated CFI may provide compensated flight instruction in an 
E-AB aircraft without special permission.”[35] The instruction can be for the owner 
or any pilot (e.g. transition training, flight reviews)[36]. This is huge: at a stroke, 
every RV-7 or Sling TSi out there can be used as a legal training platform. Flight 
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schools and freelance instructors can incorporate experimental aircraft into their 
offerings, and builders can get proper training in their own creations. 

Second, MOSAIC empowers owners of used experimentals. Previously, only the 
original builder could obtain a repairman certificate to do the annual condition 
inspection. If you bought a second-hand E-AB, you had to hire an A&P for all 
inspections. The new rule creates a path for non-builders to earn a Repairman 
Certificate (Inspection) after a modest 16-hour course[37]. In effect, a subsequent 
owner can “take full responsibility for maintenance and annuals” on their 
experimental by getting some training[38]. This dramatically lowers the cost and 
hassle for those who purchase a used kit plane. We can expect organizations like 
EAA and kit vendors to start offering the required courses soon[39]. For kit 
manufacturers, this increases the resale appeal of their aircraft – a potential buyer 
knows they can maintain the plane themselves (legally) with minimal extra hoops, 
which “significantly improve[s] the utility, resale value, and ecosystem around E-AB 
aircraft”[40]. 

MOSAIC also clarifies the rules around commercial use of experimentals. While you 
still can’t run an air taxi with your RV-10, certain compensated operations are now 
explicitly allowed. These include flight instruction (as mentioned), aircraft 
familiarization or demo flights (useful for kit manufacturers selling rides), and sales 
demonstration flights[41]. All must be done within defined limits – it’s not a 
free-for-all charter scenario – but it “gives instructors and manufacturers 
much-needed clarity” to utilize experimental planes in business within the spirit of 
“education and recreation”[42]. Additionally, the FAA reaffirmed the 51% rule (the 
amateur builder must do the majority of the build) while formally blessing 
factory-assist build programs as long as the owner is the primary builder[43]. They 
even acknowledged that modern tools (CNC machines, pre-fab parts, 3D printing) 
are fine in kit building, as long as the builder is actively engaged[44]. This 
reassurance means kit companies can continue offering build-assist workshops and 
advanced pre-manufactured components without fearing retroactive disqualification 
of airworthiness. All told, MOSAIC “doesn’t just clarify that landscape – it redraws it 
entirely” for E-AB enthusiasts[45]. 

Taken together, these changes mean homebuilt aircraft are moving from the 
margins to the mainstream. What was once a hobbyist’s realm is now, as the 
Slingology author put it, “part of the future of general aviation”[58]. E-AB airplanes 
won’t just be seen at weekend fly-ins; you might soon find them on a flight school 
ramp or being used for serious cross-country travel and business trips by pilots who 
appreciate their performance and modern features. With greater acceptance and 
support, the safety of experimentals should continue to improve as well. Many 
newer kits are already on par or better equipped than certified models (glass 
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panels, autopilots, engine monitors, even whole-airframe parachutes)[59]. Coupled 
with formal training opportunities and maintenance education, the freedom MOSAIC 
grants doesn’t have to come at the cost of safety. In fact, if the community steps up 
to use these tools responsibly, we could see accident rates decrease even as 
utilization increases[59][60]. As one commenter noted, “this isn’t deregulation – it’s 
modernization, with clear guidelines. The rest will depend on how seriously the 
community upholds those standards.”[61] 

Insurance: Weighing the Risks and Rewards 
Whenever new freedoms are introduced, the insurance industry takes a close look. 
MOSAIC’s changes will prompt insurers to reassess risk for LSAs and Experimentals. 
In the short term, the reaction may be cautious. Suddenly, a lot more pilots (some 
with minimal training or medical vetting) will be flying larger, faster aircraft. And a 
lot more flight hours may be logged in experimentals – including by students and 
low-time pilots, now that instruction in those aircraft is legal. From an insurer’s 
perspective, that could mean higher exposure. It’s likely we’ll see premiums stay 
the same or even rise initially for certain categories, until data emerges. In fact, 
one analysis predicts “insurers may approach these changes cautiously” at first, 
since “more hours flown in E-ABs and more student pilots means higher perceived 
risk.”[62] Sport pilots historically have had a slightly higher accident rate (given the 
reduced training requirement) and insurers will factor that in[63]. So owners of 
newly sport-pilot-eligible aircraft (like a Cessna 182 now flown under sport rules) 
might not see discounts right away – they’re still gauging how safe this broader 
pool of pilots will be. 

However, long-term prospects for insurance are positive. MOSAIC could actually 
improve safety culture by fostering structured training and newer technology. 
Insurers might begin to differentiate and reward certain scenarios. For instance, 
they may offer better rates for designs with formal training programs and good 
safety records[51]. If a particular kit plane (say, the Vans RV-10) develops a robust 
support ecosystem – with factory transition training, active type clubs, and 
demonstrated reliability – underwriters could view it more favorably than a generic 
“amateur-built” risk. We might also see insurers incentivize safety equipment now 
allowed on LSAs, like ballistic parachutes or angle-of-attack systems, which have 
proven accident mitigation benefits. As one summary noted, in the long run 
insurers could even provide “incentives for safer designs and structured training 
programs” in this expanded LSA/E-AB arena[64]. 

For owners, this means it will pay to stay informed and perhaps shop around. If you 
own an experimental, engaging in the available training (e.g. get a transition 
endorsement from a CFI) and documenting it may help with insurance. Likewise, 
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owners of new-model LSAs might find certain insurers offering better terms if the 
manufacturer has a safety program or if the aircraft has advanced safety features. 
The landscape will evolve as insurers collect data under the new rules. An 
encouraging sign is that increased access to formal transition training and better 
maintenance accountability could improve safety outcomes over time[65][66] – and 
nothing lowers premiums like improved safety statistics. 

It’s also worth noting that BasicMed and driver’s-license medical pilots (whom 
MOSAIC greatly benefits) have, so far, not caused an uptick in accidents. Many 
older pilots will switch to operating under sport pilot privileges (to avoid medicals) 
in the same planes they’ve flown safely for years. Insurers may actually be relieved 
to keep those pilots in the air (and paying premiums) rather than losing them 
entirely due to medical hurdles. For example, a 70-year-old private pilot with a 
Skylane can now continue flying it on a self-certified medical basis[67] – from an 
insurance standpoint, his risk hasn’t changed overnight, just the regulation. In fact, 
by staying active and within comfortable limits (one passenger, day VFR, etc.), that 
pilot might pose even less risk than one pushing to meet higher certification 
requirements. Over time, as MOSAIC normalizes, we might even see insurance 
rates drop for light aircraft thanks to an influx of modern designs with improved 
safety, and a community of pilots who are getting more targeted training (like 
transition courses) than before. 

In summary, expect a cautious approach from insurers initially – possibly with some 
“short-term caution” surcharges[64] – but a willingness to adapt and even embrace 
the changes if they lead to safer outcomes. The insurance market is competitive, 
and if one company finds that MOSAIC planes are lowering overall claims (e.g. due 
to ballistic parachute saves or better pilot prep), they’ll adjust premiums to gain 
customers. The key for owners will be demonstrating that even with more freedom, 
they are managing risk responsibly. If we as a community can do that, MOSAIC 
could usher in not just a golden age of GA innovation, but also more affordable 
insurance for light aircraft in the long run. 

Flight Training Revolution: Opportunities for 
Schools and Students 
Flight schools and CFIs are eyeing MOSAIC as a potential boon to their operations. 
The new rules could spark nothing less than a training revolution by lowering costs, 
adding aircraft options, and attracting more student pilots. A core goal of MOSAIC 
was to “increase the availability of safe, modern, and affordable aircraft for…flight 
training”[68], and indeed the changes pave the way for more efficient training 
pipelines. 
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One immediate impact is that flight schools can utilize their existing fleet in new 
ways. As EAA highlights, there’s “no new investment needed – schools can use their 
existing aircraft” for sport pilot training under MOSAIC[69]. Many training fleets 
consist of Cessna 150/152s, 172s, Piper PA-28s, etc. Formerly, those planes could 
not be used for Sport Pilot checkrides or solo by sport pilot students due to LSA 
definitions. Now, with a simple paperwork adjustment, a flight school’s 152 
becomes a Light Sport-compliant trainer (it stalls slow enough and has two seats). 
The same goes for 172s or Piper Archers – they meet the performance criteria, so a 
student can earn a Sport Pilot certificate in them[70]. This means a school can offer 
a shorter, lower-cost training course (Sport Pilot, 20-hour minimum) alongside their 
Private Pilot program, without buying new aircraft. Given the high dropout rate in 
pilot training (often due to cost/time), this is significant – the EAA notes that 
halving the hours and cost to become a pilot will make aviation far more 
accessible[71][72]. A student who might not commit to a 60-70 hour PPL training 
might go for a 30-hour Sport Pilot course if it’s available in the same familiar 
Cessna trainer. This could grow flight school enrollment and reduce the 80% 
dropout statistic that plagues many programs. 

Furthermore, new aircraft are on the horizon for training. Dozens of modern LSAs 
(many from Europe) are likely to enter service as trainers. These airplanes tend to 
have lower operating costs – fuel-sipping Rotax engines or even electric power – 
and often cheaper purchase prices than certified trainers. For example, Pipistrel’s 
Alpha Trainer (a two-seat LSA) is being used in an airline’s pilot development 
program as a cost-effective time-builder[73][74]. MOSAIC will encourage such 
initiatives by allowing higher-utilization of LSAs in training fleets. An LSA with a 
Rotax engine can burn 3-5 gallons of auto gas per hour versus 8-10 gallons of 
avgas in a Cessna 172, and maintenance parts can be less expensive due to simpler 
certification. Some estimates (from NPRM comments) even suggested up to a 95% 
reduction in per-hour training cost by using certain new-design LSAs instead of 
legacy 172s[75] – though that may be optimistic, there’s no doubt a well-supported 
LSA could reduce hourly rates. Smart FBOs will leverage this by offering lower 
rental and instruction prices, drawing in cost-conscious students[76]. 

The rule changes also allow schools to diversify their training offerings. They can 
now provide sport pilot, private pilot, and even tailwheel or complex endorsements 
all within the Light Sport category planes. For instance, a school might use an 
LSA-compliant taildragger (like a Carbon Cub or Vans RV-12iST) to teach tailwheel 
skills or basic bush flying. With MOSAIC permitting retractable gear and controllable 
props for sport pilots (with training)[77][32], a school could even have an 
“advanced sport” course where sport pilots train for a constant-speed prop 
endorsement in a high-performance LSA. Night training is another area: sport pilots 
will be allowed night flight with the proper training and a medical 
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(BasicMed)[77][78], so schools might run night cross-country classes in 
well-equipped LSAs for those who want it. All these nuances translate to more 
business for CFIs and training organizations, and more tailored instruction for 
pilots. 

Significantly, experimental aircraft can now be part of the training ecosystem 
openly. Small flight schools or clubs might integrate a locally-built kit airplane into 
their lineup. Suppose a group builds a Zenith STOL or a Van’s RV-12 and wants to 
use it for training club members – previously that was legally problematic 
(instructors couldn’t charge for lessons in it). Now it’s perfectly allowed to do 
so[35]. This could spur community-based training models, where EAA chapter-built 
aircraft are used to teach the next generation. Imagine learning to fly in a modern, 
glass-cockpit RV-12 owned by your flying club – MOSAIC makes that feasible and 
legal. Additionally, the availability of type-specific transition training in 
experimentals (as discussed earlier) means flight schools can tap into a niche 
market: offering transition courses for pilots moving from certified to experimental. 
A school could advertise, “Just bought an RV-10? Come get 5 hours with our CFI in 
his RV-10 to get up to speed” – that’s a new revenue stream born from MOSAIC. 

Ultimately, pilots in training benefit through lower costs and more choices. The path 
to becoming a pilot can be more flexible: one can start with a Sport Pilot certificate 
(quicker and cheaper), then later “step up” to a Private or add ratings as needed. 
The “steppingstone approach” of sport pilot with added endorsements was explicitly 
intended to reduce the initial barrier to entry[79][80]. AOPA and EAA have pushed 
this idea that we’ll get more people in the door if we “make flying simpler and 
easier to start AND finish”[71]. MOSAIC appears to deliver on that – by expanding 
the aircraft one can train in (no need to find a special Light Sport plane, you can 
train in a standard 150 or Archer) and by expanding what those aircraft can do (IFR 
capable, faster cruise – meaning training for real-world flying, not just puttering 
around the patch). As one industry leader said, “This is an amazing opportunity for 
existing and future aviators. It’s a great time to be in aviation.”[81] With flight 
schools updating curricula and fleets to leverage MOSAIC, we may see a wave of 
new pilots earning their wings for personal recreation or even using the Sport Pilot 
route as a bridge into professional training (some airlines might encourage an early 
solo via sport pilot to build hours cheaply before moving to higher certificates). 

Flight training has always been the lifeblood of GA, and by most accounts, MOSAIC 
is injecting it with new energy. Schools that embrace affordable LSA trainers and 
creative programs will likely thrive, while those clinging to only expensive, aging 
aircraft may lose competitive edge. The rule’s emphasis on modern, capable light 
aircraft “significantly increases access to flight training” and “gives schools more 
opportunities to increase utilization” of their planes[82][83]. We could even see 
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pilot academies tied to manufacturers – e.g. a “Tecnam Academy” using Tecnam’s 
4-seat MOSAIC trainers for ab-initio students. All told, MOSAIC’s impact on training 
could be transformative: more pilots, better airplanes to train in, and a 
reinvigorated flight school industry working to “refresh GA’s aging fleet with modern 
trainers”. After decades of stagnation, this is very welcome news. 

Impact on Pilots, Owners, and Builders 
What do all these changes mean for the everyday GA pilot or aircraft owner? In a 
word: options. Different types of pilots will experience MOSAIC’s impact differently, 
but across the board it expands freedom while maintaining reasonable limits. 

●​ Sport Pilots (and aspiring pilots): For those holding a Sport Pilot certificate or 
considering one, MOSAIC is a game-changer. The old Sport Pilot could only 
fly small, two-seat LSAs that were quite limited. Now, a sport pilot can legally 
fly a wide range of larger aircraft – “including the Cessna 150, 152, 172 and 
some 182s, as well as many legacy Piper models” that were previously 
off-limits[84]. The caveat remains: only one passenger, daytime VFR (unless 
extra training/endorsements and a medical for night)[85][86]. But the ability 
to take, say, a vintage Cessna 172 with a friend on a Sunday flight using just 
a Sport Pilot license is a huge boost to the certificate’s utility. Many pilots who 
couldn’t commit to a Private license (due to double the hours and a medical 
exam) will find Sport Pilot far more attractive now that it doesn’t confine 
them to ultralight-like planes. And if they want more capability later, the 
endorsements structure allows adding night or controlled airspace flying with 
some additional training[77][32]. In short, Sport Pilot just got a lot closer to 
Private Pilot in privileges, except for the passenger count and no IFR. EAA 
touted it as “the quickest and least complicated way to earn a pilot’s 
certificate” that now offers “more utility, safety, and availability of aircraft”, 
enabling more people to join the aviation lifestyle[87][88]. 

●​ Private/Commercial Pilots: Pilots who already have higher certificates gain 
flexibility too. A big segment here is aging pilots or those with medical issues. 
Under MOSAIC, a pilot who can no longer maintain an FAA medical license 
can choose to operate under sport pilot rules without giving up their beloved 
airplane. For example, a private pilot with a Cessna 182 asked if he could 
drop his medical and fly under sport rules – the answer was “Yes. You’re one 
of the people who stand to benefit… The 182 Skylane has a VS1 of 59 knots, 
so it’s eligible to be operated by sport pilots”[67][89]. He can keep flying on 
a driver’s license medical and just adhere to sport pilot limitations (only one 
passenger, etc.). This is huge for pilots on BasicMed or considering it. Even 
those already on BasicMed benefit: MOSAIC doesn’t change their pilot 
privileges, but it vastly increases the pool of aircraft they can fly without 
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needing an SI medical. Essentially, an older pilot can continue flying well into 
their 70s and beyond, in a four-seat airplane, legally and safely – something 
that used to require at least a Recreational or Private license with more 
stringent medical requirements. As one MOSAIC overview put it, “for those of 
us flying under BasicMed, MOSAIC doesn’t give more privileges – it gives 
more options.”[90] Now, mission possibilities open up even if one’s health 
precludes an FAA medical. This will keep pilots in the community longer and 
allow them to downsize risk gradually (e.g. flying with one passenger locally 
instead of four on long trips) without an abrupt grounding. 

Pilots with higher certificates can also opt to exercise sport pilot privileges at 
will (a provision already in place, now much more relevant)[91]. If you’re an 
instrument-rated private pilot, you might fly under full privileges when able, 
but if you lapse your medical or just want a relaxed flight, you can operate 
under the sport rules. It’s a flexibility that didn’t mean much before (since it 
limited you to very light planes), but now it could be utilized strategically. 

●​ Aircraft Owners: Owners of type-certificated aircraft that fall under the new 
LSA performance envelope may see an upside. Their aircraft just got a larger 
potential pilot audience, which can bolster resale values. AOPA noted that 
“popular four-seat legacy aircraft” become accessible to sport pilots[28] – for 
example, a Piper Cherokee 140 or Cessna 170 might attract buyers who have 
only a Sport Pilot certificate. On the other hand, owners of vintage 
two-seaters (like Cessna 150s) could face increased demand for those planes 
as training platforms, again possibly driving prices up. Conversely, once new 
MOSAIC-compliant LSAs hit the market, there may be competition: why buy 
a 60-year-old trainer when you can get a modern one with a glass cockpit 
and lower fuel burn? Owners of legacy planes might need to upgrade avionics 
or sharpen pricing to compete with the sexy new LSAs coming out. 

●​ For experimental aircraft owners, the impact is very positive as discussed. If 
you built or bought a kit plane, your ability to use and maintain that aircraft 
has expanded. You can hire an instructor to teach your spouse in it, rent it to 
a CFI for type transition flights, or sell it to a less mechanically-experienced 
pilot knowing they can take a course to maintain it. This boosts the value and 
liquidity of experimental aircraft on the market[47]. Insurance may still be a 
factor (some buyers shy from experimentals due to insurance, but if that 
improves, more buyers enter). Also, owners might join forces to operate 
experimental aircraft in flying clubs or co-ops now that compensated use is 
allowed to some degree – a creative owner could effectively “lease” their 
RV-12 to a local flight school for training (staying within the rules for 
instruction use). All these were gray or forbidden before; now they’re on solid 
ground. 

https://slingology.blog/2025/07/30/mosaic-is-here-the-faas-long-awaited-leap-into-modern-aviation/#:~:text=explore%20how%20the%20new%20LSA,and%20a%20driver%E2%80%99s%20license%20medical
https://www.cessnaflyer.org/forum/unicom/1330-breaking-news-mosaic-final-rule-and-your-cessna.html#:~:text=of%20other%20certificates%20who%20are,operating%20under%20sport%20pilot%20privileges
https://aopa.org/news-and-media/all-news/2025/july/22/light-sport-rules-expand-dramatically#:~:text=privileges.%20Aircraft%20with%20flaps,expansions%20in%20the%20final%20rule
https://slingology.blog/2025/08/01/mosaic-is-here-what-changes-for-e-ab-owners/#:~:text=%2A%20E,spec%20build


●​ Builders and Homebuilders: For those currently building an aircraft or 
considering it, MOSAIC provides reassurance and incentive. The FAA has 
essentially said “Yes, experimental aviation is a valued part of GA’s future”. 
Builders benefit from clarified rules (no fear that using a quickbuild kit or 
advanced tools will jeopardize certification[92]) and from the broader 
ecosystem that will support them. Knowing that once your plane is done you 
can get training in it easily, or that if you ever sell it the next owner can take 
care of it, makes the huge commitment of a homebuild more palatable. We 
may see more pilots take up building as a result. Already, kit manufacturers 
reported strong sales during the NPRM period – likely expecting MOSAIC to 
pass. Now with final rules, that interest should hold. The Slingology blog 
captured this excitement: “This is the moment where experimental aviation 
shifts from ‘fun and educational’ to capable, flexible, and practical”[93]. 
Homebuilt planes can be more than weekend toys; they can be real traveling 
machines, trainers, and lifelong assets. 

For the culture of homebuilding, MOSAIC is validating. The FAA is essentially 
acknowledging that the world of garage-built airplanes has matured and can be 
trusted with greater responsibility in the airspace. That’s a point of pride for 
builders – and a call to uphold safety standards. Organizations like EAA will likely 
double down on builder education, flight testing best-practices, and transition 
training to ensure this freedom isn’t abused. If anything, the community feeling 
among builders may grow stronger as they play a more prominent role in GA. 

Bottom line for individuals: MOSAIC is largely a big win. It gives pilots “more 
choices and greater flexibility” in how they fly and what they fly[94][84]. It lowers 
barriers to entry and re-entry (a lapsed pilot can come back via sport pilot rules 
easily)[88]. It extends flying careers and creates new ways to enjoy aviation later 
in life. There are still limits – it’s “calibrated flexibility, not chaos,” as one author 
noted[95]. You can’t load up an LSA with your whole family and fly off into IMC on a 
driver’s license. The traditional pathways (PPL, instrument rating, etc.) remain very 
relevant for those missions. But for the huge segment of GA that is purely personal 
and recreational flying, those who “just want to keep flying well into their 70s” 
without fuss[96], or those who dream of building their own plane and actually using 
it for meaningful travel, MOSAIC is an enabling development. 

Conclusion 
FAA’s MOSAIC rule represents a pivotal modernization for general aviation – one 
that aligns the regulations with the remarkable technological advances and 
grassroots innovation of the past two decades. It’s not a panacea, and certainly 
there will be growing pains as industry and pilots adapt. But it’s widely seen as a 
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“meaningful, forward-looking change – and in aviation, that’s rare.”[97] For 
traditional manufacturers, it’s a wake-up call to evolve or be disrupted. For LSA 
makers and kit plane companies, it’s an opening to thrive and reach new 
customers. For pilots, owners, and builders, it’s a breath of fresh air: new aircraft, 
new freedoms, new ways to pursue our passion safely. As one commentator wryly 
observed, “for once, the FAA is playing catch-up. And this time, they didn’t miss the 
runway.”[97] 

In the coming years, we’ll see the real impact unfold. Perhaps flight school ramps 
will feature shiny composite LSAs alongside the old Skyhawks. Maybe the used 
market for two-seat trainers will heat up as more sport pilots take to the skies. 
We’ll likely encounter more experimentals at fly-ins proudly declaring “Yes, I teach 
in my own plane now,” or “This kit-built cruiser is my family’s travel machine.” The 
ecosystem is shifting toward a more accessible, innovative foundation[98]. General 
Aviation, often criticized for stagnation, is getting a shot in the arm. 

MOSAIC proves that thoughtful deregulation can coexist with safety – empowering 
the community to take aviation into the future. From low-cost flying clubs to 
high-tech personal aircraft, the rule unlocks possibilities that were previously 
bottled up by outdated definitions. The consensus among many pilots and experts is 
optimistic: It’s been a long time coming, but GA is finally getting some 
much-needed mojo back. MOSAIC may not fix every problem, but it injects new life 
into our hobby and industry. For anyone who loves flying – whether you build, buy, 
teach, or just bore holes in the sky on weekends – the sky just got a little more 
open. And that is something to celebrate[99][100]. 
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